1. INVENTORY OF PHONEMES 
1.1. Chart of Phonemic Norms 
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Tone: High 

Low Unmarked 

3.3. Consonants 

/p/ [p] Voiceless bilabial stop. 

[b] Lightly voiced bilabial stop, occurring inter- 
vocalically in free fluctuation with [p!l. 

/polup/ tpo 1 lGp] f pig f 

/kdpa/ tkd f pS/ka f b£l f breast f 

/kapit/ tk&'pit/kVbitJ f pot f 

/tilpiinfp/ ftSlpfff'nSp] 'shirt 1 

/kaup/ [ka'fipl 'tree type 1 

/t/ tt] Voiceless alveolar stop. 

[d] Lightly voiced alveolar stop occurring inter- 
vocalically in free fluctuation with tt]. 



/tolil/ [ti'lSl] 'what' 

/kataku/ tkataki'T/ 

kadaki'T] f to the house* 

/katup/ [kh'tvp/kk'&vp] f rat f 

/lilte/ tul'tS 'hat' 

/kadt/ tka'fit] 'end' 

/k/ tk] Voiceless velar stop. 

[g] Lightly voiced velar stop, occurring inter- 
vocalically in free fluctuation with tkh 

/kol/ [ f kSU 'dry' 

/kakatiV [kaki;ti£ 

kaga'ti] 'inside the house 1 

/kakal'nf/ tkakal'ni/ 

kagal'ni] 'other side of the house' 

/kelkaa/ tkelka'T] 'armpit' 

/ yaak/ tya' ?k] ' garden ' 

/s/ te] Voiceless fronted alveolar grooved fricative, oc- 
curring utterance initially and finally, and some- 
times medially though this generally tends to be 
lightly voiced. 

ttel Voiceless fronted alveolar grooved affricate, oc- 
curring in the same position as Lb] with some 
speakers. 

fz] Lightly voiced fronted alveolar grooved fricative, 
tending to occur in utterance medial position, but 
freely fluctuating with ts] contiguous to voiced 
consonants and less frequently word initially and 
finally. 

itzl Lightly voiced fronted alveolar grooved affricate, 
occurring in the same position as tz] with some 
speakers. 

/si/ t'si/'tsi] 'Go!' 

/ni si/ [ f ni f zS/ f nf f tz£] 'You go!' 

/ware/ twa f iVwa' ?t si ' Come! ' 

/yewai sma/ [yewai z' mej/ ' I s he 

yewaitz'mei] coming?' 

/ni yewai sin ma/ ['ni^yewalzin'ma^ 'Are you 

' ni yewaitzin'mil coming?' 



/W ['ssj/'tsefl f went f 

/pi sa/ ['pi'sej/'pi'tsafl f he went 1 

/kdp sfpin/ ['ktfp sf'pJn/ 

'ktfp zi f p?n] 'will ripen 1 

Contrasts between /t/ and /&/' 

/ti/ f Take out! » /si/ 'Go! f 

/kat/ 'rat' /kas/ f afraid 1 

/wat/ 'Carry! 1 /was/ 'Make!' 

/wetak/ 'having carried' /wesak/ 'having made' 

/kutum/ 'sky' /kusum/ 'grass type' 

/m/ tml Voiced bilabial nasal. 

/mi/ [ f m£] 'Put!' 

/man/ t'man] 'Give him!' 

/ imel/ [ i ' me£] ' water ' 

/ omptip/ [ 6m' pup] ' man ' 

/kaulum/ tkau'Ium] 'You sleep (future)!' 

/n/ tn] Voiced alveolar nasal. 

/i)/ tg] Voiced velar nasal. 

Contrasts between /&/ and /$/•* 

/nf/ 'Eat!' /qfn/ 'Sharpen!' 

/nan/ 'Give me! ' /rjaan/ 'before* 

/tin/ 'You all stay (future)!' /ur/ 'woman' 
/inel/ 'axe' /irjes/ 'leg' 

/pan/ 'very' /par)'/ 'betel nut' 

/l/ til Voiceless retroflexed lateral, occurring utterance 
final contiguously following back vowels. 

tl] Voiced retroflexed lateral, occurring elsewhere 
following back vowels. 

[1] Voiceless alveolar lateral, occurring utterance 
final contiguously following non-back vowels. 

[1] Voiced alveolar lateral, occurring elsewhere. 

/aplupu/ taplu'bO] 'liver' 

/lflamOp/ tlila'mup] 'parent-in-law' 

/kelte/ [kel'tSI 'blanket' 

/kdplak/ tkap'lak] 'mud' 

/ketulte/ tketul' t^] 'joint' 



/kul/ t f kuil f p andanus nut f 

/kulment/ tkul'ment] 'pandanus palm 1 

li\l ['Ti3 'Cut (singular)! 1 

/llei/ [ile f aft " ■ 'Cut (plural)! ' 

/fmpulu/ [impO'ltJ] 'sore' 

/!/ i±] Voiceless alveolar flapped lateral, occurring ut- 
terance final in fluctuation with voicing. 

[I] Voiced alveolar flapped lateral, occurring else- 
where. 

/pi iyail/ ['pi iya'i?£] 'he washes' 

/pi lyailma/ f'pi lyail'mS 'Is he washing? 1 

/tanui/ [ta'nul] 'Dance (singular)!' 

/tamilei/ ttinuIe'S 'Dance (plural)!' 

/luukan/ [Itff'kan] 'night' 

Contrasts between /l/ and /I/: 

/koultipti/ 'smoke' /kolupu/ 'skin' 

/ulup/ 'seed' /ulut/ 'vein' 

/wal/ 'Hang on line!' /wal^ 'sharpening stone' 

/waliiV 'long' /waliV 'Close!' 

/lflamup/ 'parent-in-law' /lflfrjewel/ 'stairs' 

Contrasts between /t/ and /I/: 

/ti'/ 'Dig up! ' /liV 'Extinguish! ' 

/ti/ 'Take out!' /li^ 'Break!' 

/wetak/ 'having carried' /welak/ 'having sliced' 

/ko tup/ 'young person' /kolup/ 'skin' 

/wat/ 'Carry!' /wal/ 'sharpening stone 1 

/w/ tw] Voiced high close back rounded non-syllabic 
vocoid. 

Contrasts between /p/ and /w/: 

/pi'/ 'he, she' /wi'/ 'Put! ' 

/pdrj/ 'betelnut' /wag/ 'boat, aeroplane' 

/pak/ 'wind, roll' /wak/ 'having taken' 

/mapi/ 'place name' /nawin/ 'did not put' 

/yepel/ 'rains' /yewat/ 'I make' 

/y/ Cy3 Voiced high close front unrounded non-syllabic 
vocoid. 

Contrasts between /y/ and /t/: 

/tokoli/ 'Bow your head! ' /yokoflin/ 'you are finding 1 



/ten/ f we (exclusive)' /yen/ 'I am eating' 

/tag/ 'steep' /yar)/ 'ground' 

/tapft/ 'that thing' /yapit/ 'sugar cane' 

/tenta/ 'we also' /tanya/ 'is singing' 

Contrasts between /s/ and /y/: 

/sei/ 'Go!' /yei/ 'is doing' 

/sok/ 'wet' /yok/ 'right' 

/sarjkel/ 'Read!' . /yaqkel/ 'in the ground 1 
/kasum/ 'village name' /kayaul/ 'is sleeping' 

/kfeei/ 'Rest! 1 /kfyes/ 'is resting 1 

3. 3. Vowels 

/i/ til Voiced high close front unrounded vocoid. 

/i/ [i] Voiced high open front unrounded vocoid. 

Contrasts between /i/ and /i/: 

/£/ 'water' /i/ 'banana' 

/inel/ 'axe' /imti/ 'fence' 

/niV 'you sg. ' /nf/ 'Eat! ' 

/wi/ 'Put!' I*±l 'Get!' 

/ni'n/ 'to you' /nifn/ 'You all eat (future)! ' 

/e/ [e] Voiced mid open front unrounded vocoid. 

Contrasts between /i/ and /e/: 

/*/ 'banana' /e/ 'here' 

/ni/ 'Eat!' /ne/ 'I, me' 

/wil/ 'Come!' /wel/ 'Slice!' 

/pint/ 'grass type' /kent/ 'wind' 

/If/ 'Break!' /Ie/ 'and* 

Contrasts between /i/ and /e/: 

Hl 'water' /e/ 'here' 

/ni/ 'you singular' /ne/ 'I, me' 

l\ij 'Extinguish! 1 /Ie/ 'and' 

/nin/ ''to you' /nen/ 'to me' 

/i'nt/ 'bird' /ent/ 'take off' 

/a/ ta] Voiced low open central unrounded vocoid. 

Contrasts between /e/ and /a/: 

/e/ 'here' /a/ 'Speak!' 

/e^il/ 'this' /apil/ f Come up!' 

/ne/ 'I, me' /na/ 'he ate' 

/kent/ 'wind' /kant/ 'bite' 

/yemegk/ 'I give him' /yemarjk/ 'he gives him' 



/o/ to] Voiced mid close back rounded vocoid. 

Contrasts between /a/ and /o/: 

/a/ 'Speak!' 16/ 'up there' 

/apxl/ 'Come up!' /opel/ 'frog type' 

/kant/ 'bite' /kdnt/ 'hook' 

/katup/ 'rat' /kottip/ 'young person' 

/ka/ f house' /ko/ 'black' 

/o/ [u] Voiced high open back rounded vocoid. 

Contrasts between /o/ and /u/s 

/6m/ 'only' AW 'Stay!' 

/kontet/ 'hook' /ktinte/ 'inanimate shadow' 

/tol/ 'what' /ttil/ 'collapse' 

/kot/ 'small' /ki5t/ 'decay' 

/ko/ 'black' /tt5/ 'Pick!' 

/u/ tu] Vocoid high close back rounded vocoid. 

Contrasts between /u/ and /u/: 

/tfpit/ 'knife' /upisu/ 'navel' 

/ti5/ 'Pick!' /ku/ 'yes' 

/ktfnum/ 'heavy' /kunum/ 'clay type' 

/mrf/ 'Hit!* /ku/ 'yes' 

/kOt/ 'decay' /kuk/ 'sound' 

Contrasts between /o/ and /u/: 
/opel/ 'frog type' /upfstf/ 'navel' 

/k6/ 'black' /ku/ 'yes' 

/kot/ 'small' /kuV 'sound' 

Contrasts between all vowels: 

/ni'/ 'you' IW 'Extinguish!' 

/nil 'Eat!' HH 'Break!' 

I nil 'I, me' /le/ 'and' 

/na/ 'he ate' /la/ ^bow' 

/ko/ 'black' /losflau/ 'mountain' 

/mti/ 'Hit! ' /yalu/ 'perspire* • 

/ku/ 'yes' /lu/ 'landslide' 

/ninl 'to you' /ity 'Wash!' 

Ininl 'You all eat /wfl/ 'Come along! ' 

(future)!' 

Ininl 'to me' /elip/ 'village name' 

/nan/ 'Give to me!' /alip/ 'you two' 

/noltip/ 'new' /olOp/ 'what' 

/qtfn/ 'talk' /sulok/ 'jump' 

/^unniiuV 'prayer' /ulut/ 'vein' 



3.4. Tone. Tone is a feature of many New Guinea languages 
especially in the main highland area. Weri, a member of 
the Kunimaipa-Fuyege-Tauade-Weri-Biangai family, 3 has two 
emic tones, high tone indicated by an acute accent over the 
vowel, and low tone which is left unmarked. Unlike most 
tone languages, the pitch range between high and low tone is 
quite narrow. Tone perturbation has not been observed. 

3. 4. 1. Description 

/ V i r ] High pitch with slight downglide, occurring word 
final. This glide drops further on an open 
syllable than on a closed. 

L J High pitch, occurring elsewhere. 



/elfmee/ 


teli'mes] 


'large sharpening stone' 


/■ft*/ 


[i'tfl 


•eye' 


/i'tut/ 


[i'tut] 


'eyes' 


/lamu/ 


[la'nfi] 


'pimple' 


/lamut/ 


[la'mut] 


'pimples 1 



/Low/ [""] Mid pitch, occurring medially following a high 
tone and before a low tone in a series of two or 
more lows, except where the series of two lows is 
a word final geminate cluster. In this case the 
first member carries a low pitch and the second a 
mid. Where there is a series of mid allotones, 
each one steps progressively down in pitch. 

[*V| Low to very low downglide, occurring elsewhere 
word finally. This glide drops further on an open 
syllable than on a closed. 

L ] Low pitch, occurring elsewhere. 

/umkektepal/ tumkekte' p8&] 'two boxes' 

/akunet/ taku'n^t] 'time' 

/gtfntulu/ [gtinttf' ID] ' friends' 

/siplaap/ [sfpla'Tp] 'lizard' 

/kolupul/ [kdltJpi'Ti] 'stone club' 

In words up to four syllables, four tone patterns, one 
two syllable, and three four syllable, have not been ob- 
served. They are low-low, high-high-low-high, high-low- 
high-high, and high-low-low-high. 

3.4.2. Tone Contrasts 

Between high-high and low-high: 
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/lelrit/ 'bridges' /pelut/ 'pandanus leaves' 

/kdprit/ 'tree type (plural) 1 /koput/ 'thighs' 

/r)elt5/ 'bamboo' /gelu/ 'bean' 

Between high-high and high-low: 

/kontat/ 'hooks' /kontup/ •girls 1 

/tirjtit/ 'thorn' /tigup/ 'wife' 

Between high-low and low-high: 

/wapot/ 'needles' /watt3t/ 'horns' 

/w&pit/ 'road juncture' /yapit/ 'sugar' 

/tSmUp/ f frog' /ompOp/ 'man' 

3.5. Stress. Stress in Weri is non-phonemic, occurring on 
the final syllable of a word. Each preceding alternate 
syllable carries a secondary stress. Often in four and five 
syllable words the stress on the antepenultimate syllable is 
equal to or heavier than that on the ultimate. 



/rjfntip/ 


[gin' tip] 


•bee' 


/WlfptV 


[ktflf'po] 


'hair of arm' 


/tfluamit/ 


[tfltia'mit] 


'mist' 


/akonetepal/ 


[akOnete' pa£] 


'times' 



NOTES 

1. Here and throughout the paper, in both phonetic and 
phonemic script, f e f represents 'e' and 'o f represents 
'o v '. In addition, suprasegmentally, % r • represents high 
pitch with a slight downglide and ' ^ ' represents low to 
very low downglide. 
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